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Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
100-300 Hagey Blvd, Waterloo ON N2L 0A4

March 7, 2023 
File No. 160900979 

Attention:  
17529 Shaws Creek Road 
Belfountain, ON L7K 0E5 

Dear  

Reference: Professional Opinion on the Historic Use of the Terraced Vineyard at the Subject Lands: 
17529 Shaws Creek Road, Belfountain, ON 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) was retained by (the Client and applicant) to conduct a 
review of historic air photos to illustrate that the Subject Lands have been used for agricultural purposes 
since at least the early 1950s. The Subject Lands are located at 17529 Shaws Creek Road, Belfountain, 
Ontario (see Figure 1). The Subject Lands are approximately 39.5 ha (97.6 ac) in size and are located 
northwest of the community of Belfountain and northwest of the Credit River (Erin Branch). 

The Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC) personnel have reviewed the Stantec report dated July 20, 
2022 and stated that they believe that the farm fields in question were not in continuous agricultural uses for 
some period between 2002 and 2016. 

Approach 
As stated in the Stantec reported dated July 20, 2022, historic air photos from 1951, 1978, 1980, 1985, 
2002, 2009, 2016 and 2020 were used and reviewed to identify agricultural areas in the Subject Lands. The 
agricultural areas referenced in Figures 2 to 9 in the July 20, 2022 report  are under the jurisdiction of the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC). The lands are also currently zoned Agriculture per the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, and the Town of Caledon’s zoning Bylaw. The purpose of 
this letter is to further address the historic agricultural operations on the property as requested by the NEC, 
in particular, between the years 2002 and 2016. 

Findings 

Air Photo Review 
In the July 20, 2022 report, Stantec undertook a desktop review of air photos dated 1951 to 2020 These air 
photos illustrate that the vineyard and orchard fields were in agricultural use over the 69-year span covered 
by the historic air photos. In particular, the air photos for 2002, 2009 and 2016 were re-examined in this 
report. 

2002 

There were agricultural land uses throughout the Subject Lands in 2002. In the Stantec July 20, 2022 
report, the boundaries of fields can be very clearly identified within the Subject Lands in 2002. Review of 
the 2002 air photo indicated that the current Chardonnay Vineyard location appeared to be an established 
orchard. The trees have rounded crowns and are planted in rows. The client informed Stantec that this 
location was an apple orchard. Judging by the size of the trees, the orchard was planted somewhere in the 
late 1980s or early 1990s.  
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2009 

There were agricultural land uses throughout the Subject Lands in 2009. In the Stantec July 20, 2022 
report, it is clearly visible that the current Chardonnay Vineyard location still had an established orchard in 
2009. The trees have rounded crowns and were planted in rows. 

2016 

There were agricultural land uses throughout the Subject Lands in 2016. In the Stantec July 20, 2022 
report, it is clearly visible that the current Chardonnay Vineyard location still had an established orchard in 
2016. 

Correspondence with the landowner states that the apples from the orchard were consistently used for 
personal uses and for horse feed. The Forest Management Plan by Kuntz Forestry Consulting Inc., dated 
June 20, 2021, stated that yearly harvest of apples has been conducted. 

Summary and Conclusions 
Review of the 1951 to 2020 air photos (69-year span) with extra emphasis on the years 2002 to 2016, 
shows that the four orchard and vineyard fields have historically and continuously been used for agricultural 
purposes. Therefore, it is concluded that the delineated fields in the Subject Lands have continuously been 
used for agricultural purposes over the past 69 years. 

Sincerely, 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. 

Ed Mozuraitis P.Ag. CAN-CISEC  
Agricultural Evaluation and Rehabilitation Specialist 
Cell: 519-831-2179 
ed.mozuraitis@stantec.com 

Leslie Greener B.Sc. EP.  
Associate, Environmental Assessment Planner 
Phone: 519-585-7273 
leslie.greener@stantec.com 
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Photo 1. Three agricultural fields overlayed on Google Earth 2002 photography. 
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Photo 2. Three agricultural fields overlayed on Google Earth 2009 photography. 
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The below figure shows the extent of former agricultural lands that was repurposed to new 
orchards and vineyards.  The entire area of C-Curve was utilized in new orchards.  Only 58.6% 
was of the Pinot field was repurposed for vineyards (2.23ac of the available 3.8ac) and 38.5% of 
the Chardonnay field was repurposed for vineyards (0.77ac of the available 2ac).  Refer to Cyan 
colored polygons in the respective 2 fields (Pinot and Chardonnay). 

Photo 3.  Excerpt from Stantec July 2022 report showing photography of 2020. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Kuntz Forestry Consulting Inc. 

Peter Kuntz 
Peter Kuntz, BScF, R.P.F., BNA, TRAQ, TPAQ 
Principal, Consulting Professional Forester 

 
  


















