D1
(Request sent to by email on March 21, 2026)

Dear NEC Chair,

Ontario Craft Wineries (OCW) is a non-profit trade association which a mission to champion and advocate for the growth and success of Ontario VQA wine producers in the province. We are the leading voice for 120 wineries from across the three designated viticultural areas of Niagara, Prince Edward County, and Lake Erie North Shore as well as emerging wine producing regions such as Ontario’s South Coast and Georgian Bay/Grey County. Our members are independently owned small and medium sized enterprises – grape growers, manufacturers, and leaders in local agri-tourism. 

We are writing to request that we be approved to present to the Commission at it’s April 16, 2026 meeting. 

The purpose of the presentation would be to discuss the work we have been doing to put forward policy suggestions that will strengthen the Niagara Escarpment Plan’s support for viable agriculture, agri-tourism. Specifically, the four key policy areas that we have focused on include:
· Tying on-farm-diversified uses to the scale of primary production agricultural uses;
· Defining ‘’Good’ or ‘Normal’ agricultural practices; 
· On site accommodations beyond farm help and bed & breakfast uses; and 
· Applying the appropriate policy and implementation tools to address seasonal, temporary events.

While we saw that there was recent movement on two of the matters above, we would like to address our ongoing position around seasonal events and on site accommodations.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. 

Regards,

Michelle Wasylyshen | President & CEO 
Ontario Craft Wineries
Phone: 416.418.2239
VQA is 100% Ontario. Every time. Guaranteed.
