
232 Guelph Street 
Georgetown, ON L7G 4B1 
Email: nec@ontario.ca 
www.escarpment.org  

MINUTES OF M855/05-2026 
NIAGARA ESCARPMENT COMMISSION 

VIRTUAL 
(Microsoft Teams) 

May 21, 2026 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

J. Chevalier, M. Francis, L. Golden, G. Krantz, G. Little, K. Lucyshyn, D. McKinlay,
S. Moccio, D. Nielsen, R. Palmer, L. Price, J. Vida, R. Vacca (Chair), A. Witteveen.

REGRETS 

L. Kiernan, D. Measures.

STAFF PRESENT 
S. Carey, J. Isaac, D. Thompson, S. Robinson, J. Kowalski, R. Burns, L. Wang, A. Bochenek, 

J. Olah.

OTHER ATTENDEES 

William Wood, Natural Heritage Land Use Planning Advisor, Ministry of Natural Resources. 

mailto:nec@ontario.ca
http://www.escarpment.org/
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MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 9:30 a.m. 

Chair Rocco (Rocky) Vacca presided. 

LAND ACKNOWELDGEMENT 

The Chair read the Land Acknowledgment. 

INTRODUCTIONS / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chair welcomed all participants to the meeting and introduced new public-at-large 
appointee Commissioner Moccio.  He welcomed Commissioner Lucyshyn back to the 
commission after his public-at-large re-appointment. The Chair advised that one public-at-
large appointment remains vacant and noted that the vacancy may be filled prior to the 
June 2026 meeting. 

DIRECTOR’S REMARKS 

The Director welcomed the new commissioners. He advised that the June meeting will be 
face to face with a virtual option. He noted that the quarterly meeting with the Chair and 
Minister is in the process of being scheduled. 

The Director reminded participants of the Code of Conduct and Accessibility meeting 
mandates, and advised staff are available to assist with any technical issues. 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

No business arising. 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

M855R1/05-2026 

Moved By:   Witteveen 
Seconded By:  Palmer 

“That the Commission approve the April 16, 2026, Commission Minutes M854-04-2026, as 
written.” 

Motion Carried 
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CONFLICTS OF INTEREST – Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 

None declared. 

M855R2/05-2026 

Moved By:  Krantz 
Seconded By: Golden 

“That the persons representing the matters listed on the agenda be invited to address the 
Commission.” 

Motion Carried 

C1 

DELEGATION PRESENTATION 
ONTARIO CRAFT WINERIES ASSOCIATION 

BACKGROUND 

At the March 2026, the Commission approved a delegation request from the Ontario Craft 
Wineries organization to delegate at a future commission meeting. Board member Len 
Penachetti made a presentation to the commission which focussed on the continued 
partnership with the Niagara Escarpment Commission and included a list of requests 
focussing on expanding on-farm diversified uses, on-site accommodations and events that 
are broader than what is current permitted. 

SPEAKERS 

• Len Penachetti, Ontario Craft Wineries Board Member, presented and answered 
questions. 

• Norm Beal, Chair, Ontario Craft Wineries was present and answered questions. 
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M855R3/05-2026 

Moved By:  Vida 
Seconded By: McKinlay 

“That the Commission direct staff to bring back a report addressing the Ontario Craft Wineries 
requests presented at the May 21, 2026 Commission meeting, and to continue to work with 
Ontario Craft Wineries on the requests.” 

Motion Carried 

M855R4/05-2026 

Moved By:  Witteveen 
Seconded By: Krantz 

“That the Commission enter into closed session.” 

Motion Carried 

M855R5/05-2026 

Moved By:  Witteveen 
Seconded By: Lucyshyn 

“That the Commission reopen the meeting to the public.” 

Motion Carried 
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CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
Information only Items 

G1 Director Approvals and Dashboards for month of APRIL 2026 
G2 Appeals and Hearings update as of APRIL 30, 2026 
G3 Plan Amendments Status update as of APRIL 30, 2026 

M855R6/05-2026 

Moved By:  Nielsen 
Seconded By: Price 

“That the Commission accept Consent Agenda items G1, G2, and G3.” 

Motion Carried 

DISCUSSION 

A Commissioner requested that an update be provided at the June meeting 
regarding the June hearing for development permit application W/P/2021-
2022/487 and plan amendment application PW 218 20. 

NEW BUSINESS 

A Commissioner requested information on the recent government 
announcement that proposes legislative changes to the Planning Act to allow 
municipalities to issue immediate fines to operators running commercial 
trucking operations and depots on rural, agricultural, or residential lands 
without proper industrial zoning will impact the Niagara Escarpment Plan. The 
Director advised that a report can be brought back to address this. A 
Commissioner noted that this change could have an impact to NEP 
compliance processes as well; the Director noted that compliance staff are 
regularly engaged with municipalities. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

M855R7/05-2026 

Moved By:  Moccio 
Seconded By: Lucyshyn 

“That this meeting be adjourned.” 

Motion Carried 

Time of Adjournment: 12:20 p.m. 

___________________________ 
Rocco (Rocky) Vacca 
Chair 
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